The "+ was added to symblolize the continuing fluidity and expansiveness of
gender, sexuality, and identities that are not represented in the acronym.
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Term used as slang for
people attracted to the
same sex

United marginalized l
groups during the Gay
Liberation Movement

1940s-1950s

:

55

1960s

7

Lesbian community
recognized for nursing gay
male patients during AIDS
epidemic.

Transgender people more
Late 1990s-2000 popularized (even though

they have always existed)

1990s

Y

b -
v

GLAAD recommended
2016 adding “Q" for Queer

Added “I" for Intersex.
LGBTQIA+ 2016-2020 Added “A” for Asexual

Y

X

Mational Runaway
Safeline used “2S" for
Two Spirit*

Added “P" for
pansexual

*The “25" is often placed at the beginning of the acronym to
honor the fact that Two-Spirit Identities predate colonial terms.
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